
Out of a desire to improve the University of Missouri, Columbia‘s 
student recruitment process, SOA was hired to conduct a study 
evaluating the potential for converting a space on Jesse Hall’s first 
floor into a Welcome Center.  

To keep the University of Missouri (MU) competitive with other 
institutions, MU was considering the construction of a new 
Welcome Center that would improve access for visitors and create 
an interactive, engaging space for prospective students and their 
parents to learn about the University.  The custom kiosks with digital 
touch screens would allow prospective students to learn about the 
University and virtually tour academic offerings.  The program also 
called for presentation and support spaces to accommodate large 
groups and recruitment events.

SOA and our consultants initiated the project by conducting a code 
study and ‘vision tour’ to understand the University’s aesthetic 
preferences.  While the Welcome Center itself would meet all ADA 
regulations, significant improvements to the accessibility of historic 
Jesse Hall were also a high priority.  SOA identified various methods 
for improving building access, including upgrades to: wayfinding 
signage, elevator service, restrooms, pavement, stair treads and 
railings, along with door hardware. 

As the project was a feasibility study only, SOA service’s included 
preparation of several design options, corresponding opinions of 
probable cost, photo-realistic renderings and 3-D animations, and 
an executive summary for the University’s consideration.   

University of Missouri
Jesse Hall Welcome Center Design Study

LOCATION
Columbia, Missouri

DESCRIPTION
Renovation of 7,500 sf portion of building originally built in 
1895 to serve as Welcome Center

CONSTRUCTION BUDGET
$4 million

CLIENT REFERENCE
Jude Wawrzyniak, Project Manager 
MU Planning, Design & Construction 573-882-9340

“The [study] looks fantastic, is very thorough...logically 
organized...easy to read, all done in a very accelerated 
timeframe…on behalf of MU, thank you very much!”

- Jude Wawrzyniak, Project Manager 
  MU Planning, Design & Construction


