
Columbia’s Love In the Name of Christ (Love INC) is a local affiliate 
of a nationwide ministry dedicated to connecting local churches, 
church volunteers and community organizations with people who 
lack resources.  Love INC has existed in Columbia since 2008 and 
currently has their center of operations on the west side of the I-70 
Business Loop.  

Seeing the potential for expansion in a restaurant building that had 
long been vacant farther east on “the Loop,” the organization decided 
to embark on a renovation and expansion that would relocate and 
grow their existing thrift store, called the “Love Seat.”  The project also 
aims to add a coffee shop, which will provide a new income stream for 
the non-profit organization, as well as employment for their clients.  
Finally, the project allocates space for a warehouse addition to store 
furniture and household goods given out to families participating in 
Love INC’s programs.

SOA donated our services to aid in Love INC’s planning and 
fundraising by developing schematic drawings, renderings and a 
construction cost estimate.  Before designs for the renovation and 
addition could begin, SOA conducted a code and zoning study to 
understand building code, and setback and parking requirements.  
We also coordinated with Missouri Department of Transportation’s 
long range plans for “the Loop,” as it is slated for reconfiguration to 
make the corridor more pedestrian friendly and economically robust.  

Working with Love INC’s director and a pro bono civil engineer, we 
evaluated several design concepts creating a design that will give 
the existing building a totally new image, prominently showcasing 
the Love Seat and Coffee Shop, and help “the Loop” take a step 
toward its revitalization.

Love INC.
Love Seat Expansion & Coffee Shop

LOCATION
Columbia, Missouri

DESCRIPTION
Renovation of 8,800 sf building with 2,280 sf retail and 
restaurant area and 6,728 sf warehouse additions 

COMPLETION DATE
Dependent on Fundraising

CONSTRUCTION BUDGET
$750 thousand

CLIENT REFERENCE
Pat McMurry, Executive Director of Love INC
573-256-7662


