
In 2007 Columbia College engaged the team of SOA and The Clark 
Enersen Partners to design a new building for their science labs and 
learning support spaces.  The design that emerged through listening 
to the client’s needs is an environmentally responsible facility that 
promotes interaction between students and faculty and provides 
daylight and views for the people inside.  Additionally, it creates a 
contemporary feel for the north part of the campus while blending 
with the historic fabric of the existing buildings.  The building is 
sited to emphasize and connect the buildings that create Columbia 
College’s academic core.

To help blend the new building into the campus, materials similar to 
those in the existing buildings are used.  Brick and stone materials 
mimicking the historic campus buildings form the main wings of the 
building that rise to offset gabled roofs that enclose the mechanical 
penthouse’s serving the labs.  Glass and metal entrances, conference 
rooms and interaction spaces are expressed at the junctures between 
the more historic forms. The atrium and main corridors incorporate 
translucent clerestory and skylight glazing set against interior stone 
and brick textures to fill the interior spaces with various patterns of 
natural light, as well as providing strong visual connections to the 
surrounding campus. 

Another challenge to the design of this building was to meet the 
very specific requirements of the laboratories while still providing 
flexibility for future growth and changing needs. Therefore, the 
majority of laboratory spaces are laid out utilizing a repeating 
module size that creates flexibility in the future. Mixed into the more 
rigid modular spaces are light-filled interaction spaces that open the 
building to the surrounding campus and provide a sort of “wow” 
factor that balances the design.

Columbia College
Brouder Science Center

LOCATION
Columbia, Missouri

DESCRIPTION
New 53,300 sf  science building incorporating laboratory 
and classroom space, a lecture hall, offices and student 
interaction spaces

COMPLETION DATE
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