
REDI, an economic development agency partnering with the City 
of Columbia, sought a downtown office to sustain their staff and 
provide a public portal for attracting potential businesses and chose 
an unfinished commercial space on the street level of a parking 
garage. Leveraging the utilitarian character of the building and the 
Client’s desire to embody their entrepreneurial, collaborative mission 
with an edgy, industrial aesthetic, the Design Team incorporated 
bold color, unusual lighting and innovative use of materials to create 
the desired effect.

Requiring 5,500 s.f. for offices and a business incubator, the floor plan 
was spread over two lease units and connected with a U-shaped 
corridor around a bright red central core. An internal stair connects 
the two levels - REDI uses the upper floor for offices and conference 
rooms while the lower level houses the incubator, reception space 
and a multi-purpose training room. 

A simple palette of materials employs concrete, steel and wood in 
interesting ways. The concrete floor is sealed, the 12’ partitions stand 
on recessed custom steel base plates, the ceilings are open and stick 
pendants are suspended and skewed to create a de facto ceiling 
plane with specialty light fixtures emphasizing key areas. Wood barn 
doors punctuate the fiber cement corridor wall and architectural 
mesh highlights stair risers, casework panels and the multi-plane 
signage behind the reception desk.

REDI’s unique signage is fabricated from individual panels of woven 
wire mesh mounted at varying offsets from a recessed wall alcove. 
The wall is back lit with LED wall wash luminaires which highlight 
the mesh and create a moving, moire’ effect as the angle of the REDI 
letters come in and out of alignment when your view perspective 
changes. The stainless mesh is used as 
complimentary accents in the custom designed 
reception desk and video bar casework. 
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